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ADOT Aids in Budget Negotiations

Victor Mendez, Director of the Arizona Department of
Transportation, briefed the House Committee on
Transportation on the current status of the agency and current
and future projects. He also provided an update of ADOT'’s
involvement in balancing the state budget, informing
committee members that after discussions with the Governor’'s
Office for Strategic Planning and Budget, the department is
reverting $128 million of the Vehicle License Tax back to the
state in order to contribute to a balanced budget.

Although ADOT does not expect this shift of funds to have a
material impact on highway construction, it is anticipated that
the Motor Vehicle Division will be required to reduce
unspecified services. Accordingly, it is anticipated that
customer service wait times will increase as well as a
reduction of business hours. ADOT is also concerned that this
shift in funds will result in diminished highway maintenance
projects.

MAG Update on Regional Freeway System

Eric Anderson of the MAG Transportation Review Committee
presented the background and current status of the MAG
Regional Freeway Program in the House Committee on
Transportation.

According to the testimony, the total cost of the freeway
program in Maricopa County is expected to be $7.1 billion by
completion in 2007. The system will be completed in 2007,
seven years ahead of the original estimates.

With respect to funding, only 54% of the $7.1 billion is covered
by the half-cent sales tax (Regional Area Road Fund). MAG is
providing $34 million a year until 2014 towards the program,
although this money may not be used for maintenance or
improvement. However, if the half-cent sales tax is extended,
a portion of the MAG funds will be diverted for maintenance.

A Preview for the Week Ahead

Martin Schultz, co-chairman of the Governor’s Transportation
Vision 21 Task force will present in the Senate Committee on
Natural Resources and Transportation, Tuesday, January 28"
at 1:30 pm, regarding the task force’s recommendations.

Comments

Please contact Stuart Goodman at 602-277-0911 or
stuart@goodmanschwartz.com
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HOUSE SENATE
BILL TITLE SPONSORS SUMMARY COMMITTEES | comMITTEES ACTION

HB 2027 |local transportation  [McClure Placeholder legislation Rules committee

assistance fund developed on behalf of the assignment, 1/15
Arizona Transit Association.

HB 2288 |regional Pierce, Summary pending. awaiting committee
transportation Thompson assignment
districts

HB 2292 |county Pierce, Pearce, |In order for a county with a awaiting committee
transportation; Chase, Binder |population in excess of 1.2 assignment

planning; excise tax

million in population to extend an
existing excise tax for
transportation, the regional
planning agency in a county
must establish a Transportation
Policy Committee consisting of
public and private sector
members and legislators. The
committee is requires to adopt a
comprehensive, multi-modal and
coordinated regional
transportation plan for the
county, including the
establishment of priority
transportation corridors. Any
changes to the adopted regional
transportation plan must be
approved by the Legislature and

the State Transportation Board.




	WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE REPORT
	MAG Update on Regional Freeway System
	A Preview for the Week Ahead
	Comments



