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METRO Opening Line Budget Estimates Exceed Early
Predictions, Legislative Response Light

Valley Metro Rail announced that the final cost estimate for the
Phoenix Metropolitan Area’s initial light-rail segment will be
approximately $100 million more than originally expected
during the preliminary planning stages of the project. In
addition, the opening of the project will be delayed, as a result
of the beneficial system changes, until December 2008, as
compared to the preliminary plan for a phased opening
beginning in December 2006.

The change in budget and schedule was the result of an
unprecedented effort to obtain community input on the project.
After nearly 2000 community meetings, 80 major changes
were implemented to enhance the project.

In the Arizona Republic, Ed Zuercher effectively explained the
situation by expressing that "what we had before were the cost
estimates based on the best knowledge at the time. With 95
percent of the project's design complete, we can now say that
this is the budget for doing this project.”

According to Valley Metro Rail, the major changes to the
project include:

» Adding five new stations in Phoenix and Tempe.

* Increasing the number of park-and-ride spaces by almost
1,000.

* Increasing the number of traffic lanes on 19th Avenue and
Camelback Road to improve traffic flow.

« Shifting the alignment through Arizona State University to
protect research facilities.

» Adding 50 new traffic signals to provide better automobile
access to businesses along the corridor.

* Increasing amenities such as shade canopies and
landscaping.

» Changing the location of a station in east Phoenix to better
serve Sky Harbor Airport.

The revised budget also takes into account right-of-way
acquisition costs and almost half of the estimated $42 million
cost of moving utility lines along the light-rail route.

As of this writing, the legislative response has been
surprisingly calm, with no last minute punitive amendments
offered to disrupt the upcoming November transportation
election in Maricopa County.

Week in Review

There were no public transportation related bills scheduled for
the week ending on March 26".

A Preview for the Week Ahead

HB 2507, relating to the establishment of a regional
transportation authority in Pima County, is scheduled to be
heard in the Senate Committee in Finance on Monday, March
29",



Comments

Please contact Stuart Goodman at 602-277-0911.




BILL

TITLE

SPONSORS

SUMMARY

HOUSE
COMMITTEES

SENATE
COMMITTEES

ACTION

on November 2, 2004 for the levy of a
transportation excise tax beginning in 2006. SB
1074 mandates that the ballot language
presenting the question to the voters of whether
to authorize the transportation excise tax require
the voter to choose one of three options: (a)
authorization of a sales tax for regional
transportation purposes including a light rail
system; (b) authorization of a sales tax for
regional transportation purposes excluding a
light rail system; or (c) rejection of a sales tax for
regional transportation purposes.

Appropriations,
Rules

SB 1082

transportation
excise tax;
bifurcated
election.

Verschoor and
(11)

As introduced, SB 1082 requires the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors to call and conduct
a countywide special election on November 2,
2004 for the levy of a transportation excise tax
beginning in 2006. SB 1082 mandates that the
ballot language presenting the question to the
voters of whether to authorize the transportation
excise tax require the voter to choose one of
three options: (a) authorization of a sales tax for
regional transportation purposes including a
light rail system; (b) authorization of a sales tax
for regional transportation purposes excluding a
light rail system; or (c) rejection of a sales tax for
regional transportation purposes.

Finance, Natural
Resources and
Transportation,
Appropriations,
Rules

failed, Senate COW 8-13,
1/29

SB 1145

regional
transportation
authority; excise
tax.

Bee and the
Pima County
Delegation

As introduced, the legislation would grant Pima
County with similar authority that Maricopa
County has in terms of regional transportation
planning.

Finance, Natural
Resources and
Transportation,
Appropriations,

Rules

passed, Senate Rules,
2/16
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