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AzTA Legislation Awaits Governor’s Signature

SB 1166, initiated by the Arizona Transit Association, passed
the full Senate this week and is awaiting action by the
Governor. Per the Arizona Constitution, the Governor has five
days to act on the legislation. As the bill was sent to the
Governor on April 4™ it is anticipated that the Governor will
sign the bill within the next few days.

Briefly, the legislation provides public transit systems with the
ability to provide service along state routes that meet certain
speed, signalization and other safety related criteria.

While the statutory authority will apply statewide, the
legislation is intended to benefit rural Arizona communities in
which eligible state routes also simultaneously serve as the
main thoroughfare for the community.

While AzTA has been the lead proponent of the legislation, the
bill received critical support from the Arizona Department of
Transportation and other interested stakeholders.

LTAF Il Progress Continues

Within the Arizona Senate, the effort to support the restoration
of LTAF Il program levels to the statutory distribution amount

of $18 million is gaining momentum in the ongoing budget
discussions.

As a result of AzTA lobbying efforts, combined with direct
contact by local governments impacted by the previous cuts,
several key Senators involved in the budget negotiations have
expressed support for the restoration of LTAF II.

Under existing statute, after the state General Fund receives
$31 million in revenue from the multi-state lottery game,
county and municipal governments receive the next $18
million in available funds for public transportation projects.

During the 2005 legislative session, however, the LTAF I
program was reduced in session law for FY 2006 when the
General Fund threshold was increased to $37 million and the
amount of available revenue to be distributed was reduced to
$12 million.

While the final state budget negotiations for FY 2007 are likely
over a month away, the fact that LTAF Il considerations are
occurring at this early stage represents a significant shift in
state policy towards improving public transportation funding.

A Preview for the Week Ahead
As the deadline has passed for committee hearings, except for
the Committees on Appropriations, there are no hearings

scheduled for either the House or Senate Committees on
Transportation for the week beginning April 10™.

Comments

Please contact Stuart Goodman at 602-277-0911 or
sgoodman@qgoodmanschwartz.com.
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