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Legislative Session Exceeds 100th Day 
 
Predictably, legislative leaders have extended the 2004 
legislative session beyond the 100-day time limit.  According to 
House and Senate Rules, the Speaker and President “may by 
declaration authorize the extension of the session for a period 
of not to exceed seven additional days. Thereafter the session 
can be extended only by the Senate by a majority vote of the 
members present.” 
 
As it has been highlighted in the media, the House and Senate 
have yet to publicly release a state budget for the upcoming 
fiscal year.   
 
Significant issues, such as all-day kindergarten, child daycare 
subsidies and the perennial demands on funding for 
education, remain unresolved in the House.   
 
In contrast, however, the Senate appears to be on the verge of 
releasing a budget that will not be unceremoniously rejected at 
first blush and will appear to be more reflective of bi-partisan 
spending priorities.   
 
Of course, the budget debates, to date, have been largely 
within each legislative chamber and the expected partisan 
dialogue between legislative and gubernatorial interests have 
yet to become fully engaged. 
 

Week in Review 

HB 2507, relating to the establishment of a regional 
transportation authority in Pima County, was signed by the 
Governor and filed as Chapter 147. 
 

******** 
 
HB 2626, relating to the acceleration of county transportation 
agreements, was signed by the Governor and filed as Chapter 
167. 
 
 
A Preview for the Week Ahead 
 
Conference committees are beginning to meet, though no 
public transportation related issues are anticipated. 
 
 
Comments 
 
Please contact Stuart Goodman at 602-277-0911. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BILL  TITLE SPONSORS SUMMARY HOUSE 
COMMITTEES 

SENATE 
COMMITTEES ACTION 

provides guidance to the Arizona Corporation 
Commission that it shall exclude such related 
costs from the rate bases of public service 
corporations. 

SB 1074 transportation 
excise tax; 
election. 

Blendu and 
(13) 

As introduced, As introduced, SB 1074 requires 
the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors to 
call and conduct a countywide special election 
on November 2, 2004 for the levy of a 
transportation excise tax beginning in 2006. SB 
1074 mandates that the ballot language 
presenting the question to the voters of whether 
to authorize the transportation excise tax 
require the voter to choose one of three 
options: (a) authorization of a sales tax for 
regional transportation purposes including a 
light rail system; (b) authorization of a sales tax 
for regional transportation purposes excluding a 
light rail system; or (c) rejection of a sales tax 
for regional transportation purposes. 
 

 Finance, Natural 
Resources and 
Transportation, 
Appropriations, 
Rules 

substituted for HB 2456 

SB 1082 transportation 
excise tax; 
bifurcated 
election. 

Verschoor and 
(11) 

As introduced, SB 1082 requires the Maricopa 
County Board of Supervisors to call and 
conduct a countywide special election on 
November 2, 2004 for the levy of a 
transportation excise tax beginning in 2006. SB 
1082 mandates that the ballot language 
presenting the question to the voters of whether 
to authorize the transportation excise tax 
require the voter to choose one of three 
options: (a) authorization of a sales tax for 
regional transportation purposes including a 
light rail system; (b) authorization of a sales tax 
for regional transportation purposes excluding a 
light rail system; or (c) rejection of a sales tax 
for regional transportation purposes. 
 

 Finance, Natural 
Resources and 
Transportation, 
Appropriations, 
Rules 

failed, Senate COW 8-13, 
1/29 
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